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Acknowledgement of  
Traditional Owners and Country 
The Foundation for Australia’s Most Endangered 
Species (FAME) acknowledges the traditional owners 
of country throughout Australia and their continuing 
connection to land, sea and community. 

We pay our respects to them and their cultures and to 
their elders both past and present. 
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Please Note: 

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 2015/16 
Foundation of the Australia’s Most Endangered Species’ Annual Report. 

We apologise if any omissions or errors have occurred. If you 
discover an error or omission, please notify the Chief Executive Officer, 
Tracy McNamara on tracy.mcnamara@fame.org.au

Front cover photo: generous donations received from our donors 
and supporters toward the translocation of the Western Quoll and 
Brush-tailed Possum to the Flinders Ranges, Wilpena Pound (SA), have 
assisted in a, to date, successful relocation. 
Photo © Melissa Jensen.
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Vision

Our vision is to prevent any further extinction of 
Australian flora and fauna.

Mission

FAME is the only organisation dedicated to helping 
Australian species most at risk of extinction. FAME 
seeks to fund on-ground conservation outcomes 
with a focus on seed-funding and innovation.

Core Values

•	 Commit to conservation and 
environmental issues.

•	 Embrace transparency at all times.

•	 Display strong, clear corporate governance.

•	 Maintain inclusiveness with all stakeholders 
and donors.

•	 Respect the culture of Indigenous Australians.
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Board Members 
(for the year ended 30 June 2016)

Directors:	 Chris Chapman 
(Chairman)

	 Tim Rogers 
(Deputy President)

	 Diana Beal

	 Elizabeth Davis

	 Fred Ford

	 John Hender

	 Bruce Jackson

	 David White

	 Michael J Willson, AM KSJ	

	 Margaret Wilksch

Management:	 Cheryl Hill 
Chief Executive Officer  
(Until February 2016)

	 Tracy McNamara 
Acting Chief Executive Officer  
(March 2016 – June 2016)

	 Geoffrey Hill 
Finance Manager  
(Until February 2016)

	 Angela Yeend 
Finance Manager  
(March 2016 – June 2016)
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Chairman’s  
Report
FAME has had a very challenging 
year; a mixed year of good news 
and bad news.

Dealing with the bad news first; with the death 
of Geoffrey Hill FAME lost a valuable employee 
whose efforts on behalf of FAME were much 
respected and appreciated. Geoffrey was a delight 
to work with, always very professional and with a 
good sense of humour. With the loss of Geoffrey 
the Company also lost Cheryl Hill, its long serving 
much loved and respected CEO who retired to 
reorganise her life and focus on her family after 
the tragic, unexpected loss of her husband. These 
serious losses put considerable pressure on the 
Company, its Management Team and the Board. 
Both Cheryl and Geoffrey will be greatly missed 
by all FAME stakeholders. 

However, in the last year there has been some 
good news for FAME. 

Firstly, the Board has retained the services of a 
new CEO, Mrs Tracy McNamara. Tracy impressed 
the Board after her short time as Acting CEO 
and was appointed CEO by the Board as of 
01 July 2016. 

On behalf of all FAME members and directors, I 
welcome Tracy and wish her every success in the 
role of CEO of FAME. 

Secondly, FAME’s major project, the 
reintroduction to the Flinders Ranges / Wilpena 
Pound of the endangered Western Quoll (WQ) 
and the Brush-tailed Possum (BTP) appears to 
be successful. This project is making history 
in native wildlife conservation in Australia as 
this is believed to be the first public/private 
project involving the participation of two state 
government wildlife authorities and FAME.

Between 2013 and 30 June 2016 FAME has 
invested in this very special project just over 
$700,000 of donor, stakeholder and members’ 
monies. This investment by your Company 
funded 92 Western Quolls being caught in 
the wild in Western Australia by the Western 
Australian Department of Parks and Wildlife 
(DPaW), translocated to South Australia’s Flinders 
Ranges, to be released into the wild by South 
Australia’s wildlife authority, Department of 
Environment, Water and Natural Resources 
(DEWNR).

These reintroductions to the Flinders Ranges face 
challenges which include:

•	 further reduction of feral cat predation, and

•	 ensuring DEWNR, one of FAME’s partners in 
this project, is able to continue to allocate the 
resources necessary to control feral animals 
generally to the extent required to enable 
these reintroduced native mammals, that 
have been locally extinct for over 100 years, to 
become established so that they will become 
a sustainable population in their natural 
ecosystem in the long-term. 

I’d like to acknowledge the very significant 
contribution of Mr Peter Kay, Chairman of 
Reintroduction Project Team, that has made this 
project a reality, as well as Dr David Peacock’s 
initial passion that saw the project being 
established. 

I would also especially like to acknowledge the 
contribution of the South Australian Sporting 
Shooters Association which provided very 
effective hands-on management of the exotic, 
feral animal in the Flinders WQ release area and 
a very generous philanthropic donation.

FAME’s future is a 
very challenging one; 
the circumstances 
of our native wildlife 
deteriorate, more and 
more of our precious 
native species become 
endangered or have 
become extinct.
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We have seen a very pleasing increase in 
donations in the last 12 months with an increase 
in membership overall. Without these members 
and their donations this project would not have 
been possible. 

I’d like to acknowledge and thank the following 
major donors and stakeholders who have 
supported the project.

Yura Ngawarala (Lead Gift): Estate of Winifred 
Violet Scott; Beth Law-Smith; Department of 
Environment, Water & Natural Resources.

Yadlhiauda (Key Gift); Anonymous Donation; 
Sporting Shooters Association of Australia. 

Nukuna (Major Gift): CMV Foundation; Lang 
Foundation; PRA Electrical. 

Ngadjur (Support Gift); Tracy Callanan & Clifford 
Collett; Ian Spiller; Schultz Foundation. 

Kaurna (Community Gift): Alan & Cecilia Calder; 
Ann Smales; Ayb Brown; Bill & Jenny Handke; 
David & Sue White; David & Liz Linn; Diana Beal; 
emdf Consultancy; Foundation for Rabbit-Free 
Australia; Joanna Richardson; John Boully; John 
Wamsley & Proo Geddes; June Cabena; Liz Alder; 
Macquarie Group Foundation; Mr & Mrs Hill-
Ling; Mr Tony & Mrs Julie Smith; Neil Stebbins; 
Noel Taplin; Paul Pierce; Peter Kay; Rod Denton; 

Stephen & Lilian Hardy; Sue Nudl; Wayne Cook; 
Wood Foundation. 

I would also like to thank the management 
team for its efforts, which are always above 
and beyond the call to duty; Angela Yeend, 
Dinali Devasagayam, Deborah Mitchell and our 
volunteer, Blake Hender.

I would like to acknowledge and thank the 
Company’s Directors for their time and 
attention as volunteers focusing the Company 
on its mission and taking responsibility for its 
governance. 

FAME’s future is a very challenging one; the 
circumstances of our native wildlife deteriorate, 
more and more of our precious native species 
become endangered or have become extinct. Your 
Board is continually considering new projects 
whilst unanimously, passionately committed to 
supporting serious native wildlife conservation. 

Christopher Chapman, Chairman 
October 2016. 
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CEO’s Report
It’s been a tumultuous year for FAME after sadly losing Geoffrey in February, 
followed soon after by Cheryl Hill’s resignation. The tenacity and strength of 
the foundations on which they built the organisation, along with the loyalty 
and support of our donors, partners and stakeholders, saw the company 
weather this period and continue to undertake its dedicated work in the area 
of conservation.

The main highlight for 2015/2016 was the final 
relocation of the Western Quoll from Western 
Australia into Wilpena Pound. We were moved 
by the emotion around the final release, with 
many guests having the opportunity to witness 
and see first-hand these remarkable creatures. 
This occasion, marked somewhat by trepidation 
– being the final release – celebrated not only 
the continued yet slow success of the historical 
project, but also the final piece of the jigsaw for 
the Adnyamathanha people – a homecoming 
after many years of extinction – of their totem 
animal, the Idnya. 

The Project, for its final two years, will now shift 
focus to concentrate on the steady growth of 
both the quoll and possum numbers as well 
as ongoing projects on the ground involving 
predator control and land restoration. 

During the year FAME also supported a PhD study 
into Feral Control Research. The study - “Use 
of Toxic Implant against feral cats to protect 
reintroduce Australian native fauna” - is yet 
another tool that, if successful, will assist in the 
control of feral predators on our fauna. We look 
forward to the outcomes of this research.

It never is the most appropriate time, but here, 
I want to take the opportunity to thank the new 
team – Angela, Deb and Blake who have worked 
alongside me tirelessly since March to ensure 
the Foundation continued its strong path. Their 
dedication to the organisation, their passion 
for Australian wildlife conservation and their 
collegiality has seen us achieve solid outcomes.

So where to from here? 

We build upon the magnificent work already 
achieved by Cheryl, the Board and all our 
stakeholders to position FAME as a key player in 
the environmental sector. 

With our new Strategic Plan 2017 to 2020: 
Roadmap to the Future – FAME will consolidate, 
strengthen and expand the organisation to 
further our vision to prevent any further 
extinction of Australian flora and fauna. 

The Strategic Plan sets out an ambitious vision 
for the future of the organisation. The outcomes 
to be gained on achieving the five priorities it 
clearly articulates will have an extraordinary 
impact for Australia’s endangered flora 
and fauna. 

Finally I would like to thank all our donors and 
stakeholders – it has been a pleasure to meet 
or speak with you on a range of issues over the 
past 8 months. I have enjoyed our conversations, 
discussions and mostly your support and 
understanding. Your commitment gives us 
confidence in our ability to expand our efforts to 
protect our precious flora and fauna.

Tracy McNamara 
Chief Executive Officer
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Farewell to Cheryl Hill
It is my melancholy duty on behalf of FAME to say farewell to Cheryl Hill, 
the Company’s much loved and respected CEO, who retired on 30 June 2016 
after over 25 years as the CEO of FAME, and before that of Earth Sanctuaries 
Foundation (which became FAME). 

Cheryl will be greatly missed by all FAME 
stakeholders, its donors, staff, the managers of 
conservation projects FAME has supported and 
its Board. 

Cheryl’s sudden and unexpected loss of her 
husband, Geoffrey, also an employee of FAME 
and a significant contributor to FAME’s successes, 
was a devastating loss. With many family 
commitments and without her Geoffrey, Cheryl 
elected to retire to focus her attention on her 
family at this most challenging of times.

Cheryl came to FAME from Earth Sanctuaries 
Foundation and Greenpeace and has spent 
her working life supporting important causes, 
particularly native wildlife conservation. Cheryl 
is one of those unique people who have actually 
made a difference that benefits us all. 

Cheryl, as FAME’s CEO, was a very passionate, 
knowledgeable and dedicated person. 

She was outcome focused in relation to FAME’s 
native wildlife conservation projects, pursuing 
value for money from FAME’s investments. 

Accordingly, Cheryl’s retirement from her full-
time duties as CEO of FAME is a significant loss 
for FAME, its donors and its Board. Cheryl, as 
FAME’s CEO, will be greatly missed. 

On behalf of all FAME’s donors, staff and 
directors, I sincerely wish Cheryl all happiness 
and good health in the future. I’m sure I speak 
for all when I say; we look forward to her 
appointment as a Life Member of FAME and hope 
and anticipate Cheryl will frequently attend 
FAME functions in the future. 

Christopher Chapman 
Chairman
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Thank you.
The FAME Board, 
Management team and 
staff wish to extend 
a thank you to all our 
donors and stakeholders 
who have supported 
FAME in the work we 
undertake; without 
your continual ongoing 
financial and holistic 
support, FAME would 
not be able to achieve 
the milestones we do.

Your philanthropic 
support has helped us to 
make a difference. 

For this we are grateful.
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Foundation for Australia’s 
Most Endangered Species Ltd.

1/47 Tynte Street 
North Adelaide 
South Australia 5006

Telephone:	+61 (0)8 8374 1744 
Email:	 fame@fame.org.au 
Website:	 www.fame.org.au

ABN 79 154 823 579

ABN  79 154 823 579

PAGE 34 | 2015-2016 ANNUAL REPORT | FOUNDATION FOR AUSTRALIA’S MOST ENDANGERED SPECIES 


